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Q & A with product designer Orla Reynolds

Having just graduated from Dublin Institute of Technology, product designer Orla Reynolds is already
on to big things. Her recent project ‘As if From Nowhere…’ incorporates inventive fun,
functionality and simplistic style. No surprises then that she’s already been getting her share of
publicity. We talk to her to hear what’s next on the cards.

You’re fresh out of design school and already making fantastic designs – where do you get your
inspiration?
I get my inspiration from searching out problems. I like to talk to people and find out what annoys them. My
designs are solutions to problems people tell me about. I get inspiration from seeing how people are in their
homes and how they respond to furniture and products. I always wonder what could make something work
better.

What’s the concept behind ‘As If From Nowhere…’?
As if from nowhere… came from imagining the home as a theatre stage. I wanted the collection to be inspired
by dance, as I used to be a ballet dancer. However, the pieces were becoming very sculptural and I love to
design multi-functional pieces. Through research and concept development, particularly focused on small
living spaces, the walls seemed to be the most wasted space. I decided to work within the dimensions of a
bookcase. The movement from bookcase to dining is like a scene change.
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What materials do you like using?
Prior to this collection I would have said wood. However steel has opened up possibilities for some of my
designs that otherwise would not have been possible. I find it thrilling to take all sorts of unwanted furniture,
pull them apart and put them back together in a new way. People usually have a story about furniture they’ve
bought and it’s nice to maintain that.

What’s your next plan?
My next plan is to take each day at a time. My aim is to keep working hard. I would love for many people to be
able to enjoy As if from nowhere… in their homes so that is my main focus.

What are the top three things you love?
I love being in the sunshine, being from Ireland it doesn’t happen that often however. I love being with friends
and family. I love more than anything getting a new idea! That moment of epiphany is something I truly adore.

Your house / office is burning down – what do you save first?
I would save my childhood teddy Popple and my diaries which I have kept every day for over ten years now.

http://g.adspeed.net/ad.php?do=clk&aid=142474&zid=28074&t=1349183758&auth=ce5db77544c723ffc9ff42e170e2e694
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You’re holding a dinner party and can invite 5 people – who’s coming (dead or alive)?
Margot Fonteyn, Quentin Tarantino, Scott Fitzgerald, Miles Davis and Eileen Gray.

Do you have any secret talents up your sleeve?
I can juggle and I love the hula-hoop! I also love to sing and I used to play the drums.

If you weren’t doing what you’re doing now, what would you be up to?
I’d be choreographing or working in fashion design or fine art. I would have to do something creative on a
daily basis.
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Reynolds is truly talented to be fresh out of school and designing such
awesome pieces. Kudos to her!
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 0 

Paolo Cirio creates real-life replicas of people
captured by Google's Street View cars, then pastes
them into the locations where they were …

Street Art That Steals Back From Google
Maps  Fast Company

Summer may be winding down, but who doesn't
want to keep their body nice and fit. Whether you
are a running, a yogi or play a sport, working out no
…

Hot Workout Gear (Grab These Finds And
Head To The Gym!)  Style Blazer

This lady is getting more than most married women
get after a divorce!Johnny Depp has bought former
partner Vanessa Paradis a $4.4 million home in …

Must Be Nice!! Johnny Depp Buys His Ex-
Girlfriend/Baby Mama A $4.4M Crib In …  
Bossip

LED verlichting — I'm in support of the new
EU law and have already replaced all such
lightings in my house and office

Light up #TP12 Royal Big stage with
Danlamp  1 comment

Guest — Så er vi blevet interviewet af
artrebels i forbindelse med vores næste
udstilling på Trailerpark fe…

Bobblegun do art at Trailerpark  1 comment

00 Stars Stars

Share ›

mailto:info@artrebels.com
http://shop.artrebels.com/
http://shop.artrebels.com/
http://shop.artrebels.com/music
http://shop.artrebels.com/fashion
http://shop.artrebels.com/art
http://shop.artrebels.com/design
http://shop.artrebels.com/visuals
http://shop.artrebels.com/publications
http://shop.artrebels.com/care
http://artrebels.com/happy-customers-department/
http://artrebels.com/happy-store-owners-department/
http://shop.artrebels.com/shop/stores/wholesale/wholesale
http://shop.artrebels.com/signup
http://shop.artrebels.com/selling-at-artrebels
http://shop.artrebels.com/buying-at-artrebels
http://artrebels.com/blog
http://artrebels.com/blog
http://artrebels.com/blog/category/the-company/
http://artrebels.com/blog/category/the-entrepreneur/
http://artrebels.com/blog/category/the-project/
http://artrebels.com/blog/category/the-education/
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://disqus.com/
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#comment-593085640
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://feeds.fastcompany.com/~r/fastcompany/headlines/~3/afRDKIO5_JI/street-art-that-steals-back-from-google-maps?partner=disqus#disqus_thread
http://feeds.fastcompany.com/~r/fastcompany/headlines/~3/afRDKIO5_JI/street-art-that-steals-back-from-google-maps?partner=disqus
http://styleblazer.com/83419/hot-workout-gear-grabs-these-find-and-head-to-the-gym/#disqus_thread
http://styleblazer.com/83419/hot-workout-gear-grabs-these-find-and-head-to-the-gym/
http://bossip.com/645652/must-be-nice-johnny-depp-buys-his-ex-girlfriendbaby-mama-at-4-4m-in-hollyweird-after-break-up/#disqus_thread
http://bossip.com/645652/must-be-nice-johnny-depp-buys-his-ex-girlfriendbaby-mama-at-4-4m-in-hollyweird-after-break-up/
http://artrebels.com/blog/2012/09/01/light-up-tp12-royal-big-stage-with-danlamp/#disqus_thread
http://artrebels.com/blog/2012/09/01/light-up-tp12-royal-big-stage-with-danlamp/
http://artrebels.com/blog/2012/08/24/bobblegun-do-art-at-trailerpark/#disqus_thread
http://artrebels.com/blog/2012/08/24/bobblegun-do-art-at-trailerpark/
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#


02/10/2012 14:16Q & A with product designer Orla Reynolds | ArtRebels Blog

Page 5 of 5http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true

The Buzz
Archive
The Bloggers
Become a blogger
The Agency
Agency front page
Cases
Strategy
People
Join ArtRebels
Trailerpark
Blog
Music
Art
Tickets
Info
Gallery
Press
Past
Sponsors
Follow:
Facebook
Twitter
LinkedIn
YouTube
Vimeo

http://artrebels.com/blog/category/the-buzz/
http://artrebels.com/blog/category/archive/
http://artrebels.com/blog/bloggers/
http://artrebels.com/about/join-artrebels/become-a-blogger/
http://artrebels.com/agency/
http://artrebels.com/
http://artrebels.com/agency/cases/
http://artrebels.com/agency/strategy/
http://artrebels.com/about/people/
http://artrebels.com/blog/?p=21903&preview=true#
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?cat=184
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?cat=185
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=3632
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=635
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=716
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=6
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=1463
http://www.trailerparkfestival.com/?page_id=116
https://www.facebook.com/ArtRebels
http://twitter.com/#!/artrebelsinfo
http://www.linkedin.com/company/artrebels
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArtRebels
http://vimeo.com/artrebelsv

